. Facts about Childhood Asthma in the U.S.

ASTHMA IS...

An epidemic.

e An estimated 22.2 million Americans had asthma
in 2005, including 6.5 million children under 18

years of age.!

The most common serious chronic
disease of childhood.?

« In 2005, 8.9% of children currently had asthma.’

Under-treated and under-controlled.

+ In 2003, 39% of children with asthma reported
receiving an asthma management plan from their

healthcare provider.’

« In 2000, fewer than half (42.3%) of children under
age 18 who had an asthma attack in the previous
year reported using an inhaled corticosteroid as
recommended for long-term control of persistent

asthma.*

 Asthma is uncontrolled in 85% of inner-city

children who have asthma.’

« Among children with persistent asthma, only 20%

have optimal control.®

In a classroom of 30 or more
children, 2 or more children are
likely to have asthma.

A major cause of morbidity.

« Nearly two of every three children who currently
have asthma had at least one asthma attack in the

past 12 months.’

o Asthma accounts for one-third of all pediatric

emergency department visits.?

o Asthma is the third-ranking cause of

hospitalization among children under 15.
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The leading cause of school absenteeism
due to a chronic childhood condition.?

o In 2003, the 4 million children who had at least
one asthma attack in the previous year missed an

estimated 12.8 million school days due to asthma.!

A major source of health disparities.

 Estimates from 2004-2005 indicate that asthma
prevalence rates are higher among non-Hispanic
black children (12.8%) and Puerto Rican children
(19.2%) compared to non-Hispanic white children
(7.9%).?

« Minority children also experience higher rates of

emergency department (ED) visits, hospitalizations

and deaths. For example, compared with white
children, black children in 2003-2005 had a 260%
higher ED visit rate, a 250% higher hospitalization

Asthma is a leading chronic illness

among children and youth in the
U.S. and one of the leading causes
of school absences.

rate, and a 500% higher death rate from asthma.’

Expensive.

o The estimated cost of treating asthma in those

under 18 is $3.2 billion per year.®
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